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T 0 ſee . Worthip and Worſhippers weighed: in 


— 


| 4 1 dhe Balance, found wanting. . e "1 
4 ene Aceoufit of What the People called RO il 
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1 have ſuffered in that Town from the ot 
| of Jugs 1764, to the 13th of December 1766. 
Who ſuffered for reſtifying, / That it was con- 
trary to Scripture for Miniſters of the. Gael a 
to teach for hire; That the Firſt Day of the 
Week was no Sabbath by God's Appeintment. 
= That ſprinkling Infants is no Baptiſm, and 8 
| ſhort of Blaſphemy, being contrary to Og + 
ſet us by Chrift and his holy Apoſtles, - That long 
Public Prayers in . Synagogues is" forb 
| Chriſt. Alſo for reproving their Clare 
niſter, for their great Pride, Vain 
Friendſhip of the World which they . 
a Brief Diſcourſe in Fayour of n pro 
_ ng or teaching i in the Church, „ 
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"4 * if 


rar. Exzx. U. 1. dyes , 2 
| 4-46 and ſpiak. unte obs mY that I commandthae; 
their Facts; left I confound thee before them. 

ey fall fight again thee, but thiy ſha 77 priuall „ 
for 1 am with thee faith the 2 pf. ane Thee. ET 1. 17. % 4 
Vhat I tell you in Darkne/; that ſpeak ye in Lights and de yo. how n 
4 in the Ear, that preach ye on the a e, Aue W * 2 © 
| ar. K. 9770 28 8 
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> al bs many Mie tO Wu meetings 


niſter and people in mind how contrary 
N worſhip was to the ſcriptures,” an@ 


© | never perſuade the miniſter. nor congregation to Kar 
and hear What we had to ſay concerning theſe articles 
1 above-mentioned, their deeds being evil, as Chriſt 
I faid, John iii. 20, 21. Every one that doth evil bateth 
de light, neither cometh to 55 light, left his deeds fhouls 
9 5 4 1 But be, that doth truth, cometh to be 
ele, that” his deeds. may be made manifet that they an 
0404 wrought 1 in God. e 
t x0; Tg Wen want to "es meetin % 

. New-London, and ſome of our people went i 


8 25 Mather Byles, their prieſt, began to ſay over his 
: formal ſynagogue prayer, forbidden; by Ch, Td 
'. ]v1..5. &c. ſome of our women began to 45 others th 
Iſſew, that it mi {a be made manifeſt they had nd fel. 
\» [lowſhip with ſuch unfruitful works of darkneſs, - 
But juſtice N af x the congregation were "much 
1 7 at this teſtimony, and fell upon chem in the | 
very time of their prayer, and pretended divine wor- 
= ſhip; alſo they fell upon 4 all the reſt of our 
- [that were ſetting” 1 in the houſe, .1 

difference between them that tranſ ſgrefſed 1 th \CIT 
Bp [and hy of that tranſgreſſed it not; 


houſe? in a moſt furious manner; 1 


1 x. I; 


1 . . 
Walks 0 N 8 N 


5 eee 


0 houſe at N ew-London, to put the mi- 


PR it was. not the worfhip of God, But we could 


4 2 houſe. and ſet down, others tarried without, and { 3 5 2 
3 n the ground ſome diſtance from the houſe; And 
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us to priſon in a furious and tumultuous manner, 
ſtopping our mouths when we went to ſpeak, choak- 


Bev 


_ Inf Aiiking," kicking, &c. ſo that the wecting Wag + 
broken up for ſome conſiderable time, and the houſe 
in great confuſjon ; Moreover, they fell upan our ſan 
friends that were ſetting abroad, ſtriking and kicking A 
both men and women, old and young, driving all of 


ing us, &c, 80 Juſtice Coit committed us to priſon, 
do lie there until the evening of the next day, and 
then to be ſet at liberty without a trial. Now. let us 
try theſe worſhippers by the fcriptures, and fee if they 
be worſhippers of the true God: For Chriſt FT 
Mlatt. viz. 18. &c. 4 good tree cannot bring forth e Fx; 
fruit, aud by their Fruit ye ſhall know them, Thus it 
appears by Chriſt's own mouth, that it is ap evil tree 
that brings forth evil fruit: Alſo the ſcripture. faith, 
1 Cor. xiii, 4. Charity ſuſfereth long, and it kind, 


\ Verſe 5, 1s not tafily provoked. Verſe, 7. Beareth. alt m 


os. things, yp err all things. Now it is evident by this [th 
15 1 wh that this church norvichſtanding all her pretend ty 


* 2 olemn prayers and outward pretences of worſhip- V. 


| Which lay hid in their inſide, according to Chriſt's 
. reſtimony of fuch a generation. Matt. xxiii. 27, 28, ſa 


ping God, bad not charity, which is the love of God, ev 
Por chey could not bear all things, endure all things, fa 
1 1 eaſily ravoked, and the corrupt fruit theſe to 
1 pretended Ten brought forth, even in the very! 
time of their moſt ſolemn deyetion, manifeſted that 5 


515 Moe unto you ſeribes and phariſees.. bypocrites, for ye are th 
lte unto whited fepulchres, which indeed appear beauti- an 
+ of, outward, but. are within full of dead men's boues, and} pt 


| |, Alf the ſcripture. faith, 1 Cor. 1. i. 25, &c, 


| 15 7 all uncleannejs., Even ſo ye ful outwardly appear Ju 
Nigblequs unto men, but within ye are full of hypocriſy anall © 


ſe 


= 2 of God is wiſer than men, and the ges- 
M4 4 1 E wu 14 e wt than men, And that Gol ben 
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q-hoſen the fooliſh, well ve baſe things of ch world, 
10 id things which are deſpiſed, to e the wiſe 
ur and mighty, that no fleſh ſhovld glory in his Pee 
And thus it appeared, for the weakneſs and foohſh- 
neſs of the croſs in theſe women's knitting and ſewing, 

. [proved ſtronger and wiſer than all the warldly wiſdom 
and ſtrength of that church, for it {tripped their wor- 
ſhip naked, and left their painted hypocriſy without 
nd Jany covering, and the inſide of 9 whited ſepul- 1 
Ichres appeared to be as the ſcripture ſaith, Rev. XVItl, 4 
2. The habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul : 


— 


th, prrit, and à cage of every unclean and hateful F409 i 1 
wil |\ The next firſt. day of the week we went among ! 


3 it them again, to warn them to forſake their falſe wor- | 
ree hip. pride, &ec, But Juſtice Coit being very angry | 
th, lat our coming, fell upon us in a furious manner, a | 
nd, he did the week befo ore, ſtriking and kicking both g 
6 all men and women, ſetting an example to the "ſt of. 4 
his the people, ſo he committed us to priſon, to lie there 4 
| 

4 

| 


nd- [two days, and then to be ſet at liberty in the evening 
jip- | without a trial. But we conſtantly came among them 
od, {every firſt day of the week, to witneſs againſt thei 7 
S þ falſe 3 oP W warn en 0 oa 13 5 155 wy 2 h £ F 2 
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and ae iy Chriſt « or any 5 ks Followerh "Pe or. 
Pear] Juſtice Coir, did continually fall upon us when, we 
and came among them, and drive us to priſony in an 
&e,| angry and furious manner; ſometimes. Twenty, Be 
cak- ſometimes thirty in a day, ftriking and kicking bob 
hl "men Fong Inn, pulling W We 1 e and er. > 
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*p Au then we Prisoners, "ee ein juſtice. 8 14 


net, and tareing 3 10 pieces 3 his 3 ſet⸗ 
ting and example to the reſt of the people Allo he 
made no difference between them that 92 at the 
meeting-houſe apainit their worſhip, and thoſe, that 
did not ſpeak ; for his conſtant. practice was to fall 
upon all our friends that came to the meeting-houle, 

and all that he could ſee 1 in fight. of the ($row 5 
_ drive them to priſon; he and his company, in a moſt 
furious and tumultious ; manner, ſtopping their mouths, 
When they went to ſpeak, choaking them, &c. Alla 
he doubled our impriſonment every time we came 
among them; but this method he took, added ng 


peace to them, for ſome of our friends were, always Wl 
 Eoming out of 8 as well as going in, and ia 
as ready to oppoſe {es falle-worſhip every firſt 

ay of the week, and they found this ſcripture ful: 
| ikea. Iſalah wü. 21. Where is no peace ſaith my Gag 
to the wicked, However, this was the method they 


took, and aftefith his. manner they 2 their 


| 5  fabbaths from the, roth o J h he e be 


33 ſome of our. gel ctore them, to eh. 
them to priſon for f near four months, as appear by 


his mittimus; and then to i, ſet at liberty. in, the 


evenin & without A trial, for ſo all his mittimuſes run; 


hen ſeven of us priſoners having an opportunity 


_ barred the outfide-priſon door, and. held them 1 


At the door, according to the example ſer us by Eliſha 


_ (the prophet, 2 Kings, vi. 232. in ſuch an unlawful 
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1 Coit, {if he may 


W Adel labbath Sao to mo 


caſe; andin this we "dig not reſiſt the authority of the 
_ government, but à company, of lawleſs, men for 
be ſo called) and his com- 
ceeded againſt us without any order of wy 

1 5 ell in the a in Hs 
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1 Eli ah e of Boal F 


ein . Bun the: authority, and a multitude . 
people ſoon aſſembled themſelves together, at 
the priſon, and the high ſheriff demanded -entranee, my 


but we employed ourſelves in exhorting the authority 
and people to repentance, The authority ſeeing this, | 


gave orders to break open the priſon door; ſe they | 


went to work, and laboured exceeding hard off their 
ſabbath, cutting with axes, and heaving at the door | 
with iron bars for a'confiderable time, till t chey 1 
wearied, but could not break open the door. Then 
Buſtice Coir and a great company with him, went up 
do the garret window wy: a ladder, and got intè be 
garrct, and labcured very hard for ſome con- 
fidefable time to cut away a very tluck ſtrong trap? 
door, full of iron ſpikes; and after they had oben * 
their end, they came down among üs, and tog 
uway dur bibles, proviſion, beddingy and every thing 
| they could find: Alſo they committed their prifotiers. 


About two days after this, we were taken out of 9 


priſon. and brought before juſtice Coit, and to | 
other Juſtices,” who required bonds of us for god 
behaviour; but we refuſed to give ſuch bonds, judg - 
in e had not behaved ill, nor reſiſted the authority _ 


of the g overnment, in baring the priſon e door aganſt 
Diniet Git and his lawleſs company: ſo they com- 
[mitted us to priſon, to lye chere till November cott; 
but chey turned all the reſt of our friends out f 
priſon, that juſtice Coĩt had committed to priſon 8 
ſuch an une and mobbiſn manner. Now from | 


—— time to November court, when our friends went 
to the meeting-houſe and witneſſed againſt their 


worſhip, or carted wood to the priſoners on the 
firſt day of the weck, juſtice Coit would fine them, 
and commit them to prifon on judgments of courts |} 


bur he doubled their impriſonment” no m e after 2 
hey Ropped ſhe priſon deer. 


" n (pri 


Rn chr roads 
of the courts ſetting, our friends that {topped the 
; door, were carried to Norwich court and fined 
orty ſhillings each, and about forty: ſhillings- colt 
Was laid on each of them: Execution was given 
out, and their eſtates taken away to ſatisfy the fine 
-and charges; but the court ordered out friends to 
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pes ſet at liberty, that Juſtice Coit had committed to 
pPriſon on Judgments of court: But after the court 
' ſet thoſe people at liberty, juſtice Coit ſent exechti- 
= ons and took oxen, cows, and other eſtate from A 
3 ople that he had ſo long confined in priſon, 


1 By Aatisfy the fine and charges Which he laid upon de 


f 
1 3 wy he firſt committed chem to priſo. 
nm 1585 this e ples Adams;undert 5 j = 
do ſtop our teſtimony agai cir worſhip, by con- 
uing us in his hauſe Foe firſt days . SE | 
| 8 When we came among N and when their worſhip Bi 
Was over he would ſet us at liberty. This method 
bee practiſed for ſome conſiderable, time. In his houſe 


ve many times met with trough treatment. After 
thas we were ſeveral times driven. from the mesting⸗ 


women with Jag hands, and. tub dirt vw Data 
|  _ their faces, and force it into their mouths: but; when 
1 their divine worlhip, a8 they call- it, was over hey 
would ſet us at liberty. But October 13, 17635 forme 
Sn of our friends was in the meeting: houſe, and when 
= Fr the hired; prieſt began to ſay over his carnal prayer 
forbidden by our bleſſed ſaviour, Mat, vi, 5: Se. 


. 


5 lome of our women being moved wih zeal, .. ſewed 1 
- withaheir needles, that it might be known they had} 


. no{fellowihip ith ſuch unfruitful works of 1 


© They juſtice Con drove them out of che houſe; but 


be Aae wald ber in dee waffe . Jax 
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hls "then one! # our men um, 2 
bien had ordered our hats to be taken of and char 
e could not have fo much fellowſhip with his carnal 
prayer, as to ſet quietly without our hats: then the 
ſuſtice ordered him to be taken care of. Upon this 
others ſpoke, and told the people their wotſhip was 
ontrary to the ſcripture, and therefore not the worſhip 
df - God: ſo juſtice Coit committed fix of our friends 

o priſon. Otober 15, they beat the drum through 
the ſtreet, and gathered the people of the town. 
together, and took our friends aut of riſon, 2 
rhipped five of them publickly at the beat of the 
drum. When the firſt of theſe ſufferers was taken. 
out of priſon to receive his ſentetice of whipping, the 
Wheriff aſked if any body would pay his fine for bim: 
but he told the 1 nd and people, he did not want any 
body to pay his fine; and then went to juſtice Colt, | 
and told him that their worſhip wag the worſhip . + 
devils: and when he had received ten ſevere 1 
and was untied from the poſt, he told juſtice Coit 
again, that their worſhip was the reg of di 8. 
and that God would overthroꝶ it, Wa 

The next firſt day of the week, j ics Ci e 0 
fitted twelve more of our friends to priſon for the 
like teſtimony. October 23 3, they 

riſon, and nine of them Leger whipped, at the } 
eat of the drum,. and 


d bring them out, one by 
and other 
entry, anc 43 

any. de or ſhowin q any execvtion;.. $ 

\ The next firſt day 1 
meeting houſe again; and one of our friends Went 
Up Eras Cry pews and — de tha he had |} 
ae ES bk . 


one, with their bedding 
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they were taken out of ̈) 


committed to pation. : 
gain, : But ſoon "after the priſon keeper was ſeht 


ds; but the ſhetiff ſtood in the lower | 
as they came out he took away all cheir 


the r * So 1 . 1 
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went into the meeting-houſe, and boldly witneſſed 


C 
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of 0 to receive his Entance. of whippingy, Who 


1 . \ 
[ 10 3 | 


whipped us twice for teſtifying againſt their falſe 
worſhip, and that now we were come again in the 
ſame teſtimony : for what Chriſt tells us in darkneſs, 
he requires us to ſpeak in the light; and what we hear 
in the ear, to proclaim upon the houſe tops, and not 
to fear them that kill the body: moreover he told 
the people that their worſhip was not the worſhip of 
God, and that God was about to overthrow it. For 
theſe, and other words ſpoken by our friends againſt] 
their worſhip, juſtice Coit committed eight of us to 
priſon. November 1, he ſentenced ſeven of theſe 
people to be publickly whipt, but committed them 
to. priſon again, and deferred cheir puniſhment to che 
Ath of November. 


The next firſt day of the week, three of our men 


againſt their falſe worſhip, pride, &c. November 
Arh, theſe three men were ſentenced to be publickly 
whipped, and then committed to priſon, with the 
other ſeven; and ſoon after they were taken out, and 
nine of them whypped. 
There was among theſe orifonets, an old woman] 
near about ſeventy years of age, that had Been pub- 
lickly waipped the week before, at the beat of the 
drum, and was ſentenced to be whipped this time, 
but was not whipped ; it was ſuppoſed her fine was 
paid by ſome of the ſpectators. She ſeeing her friends 
,and children taken out of priſon, one by one, and 
tied to the poſt, and whipped before her eyes, ſhe| g 
ſung this verſe : 1 . 0 
Let God ariſe, and then his foes ret | 
Shall turn themſelves to flight ; 9 08 

His enemies they allo ſhall © 1 8 

©. Be driven out of ſight. „„ 
Ther: was one of theſe ſufferers that was taken out 


W 


: 


2 


E 


was comforted with theſe words, T be name * = 


Fs Lord is a ſtrong tower, the righteous runneth therein and 
ear M7; ſafe. .. f 
not T here was another of theſe ſufferers after he had 1 
old received ten ſevere blows on his naked body, turned 


of bout and told the people, he hoped he ould be 
For more full | in his teſtimony againſt their falſe worſhip 
ry chan he . 5 
Another of theſe ſufferers after his ſecond public 
if { whipping, teſtified to the people at the poſt, that it, 
was the true God and eternal life that was with him F 
the in his ee ſufferings. © | 
The next firit day of the week, er our third N 
whipping, being he toth of November, a guard 
na vos ſet to keep us from the meeting houſe, yet two | 
of our men eſcaped the guard, and went into the 
Aly houſe, and boldly declared againſt their falſe worſhip, 
and juſtice Coit committed them to priſon. Novem- 


op ber 14, being their pretended thankſgivin day, one | 
and 8 

of our friends went into the meeting houfe, and told 
nan! che people, God would not hear their prayers fo long 
1 as they lived in ſuch pride, and perſecuted God's 


ch children: but juſtice Coit ordered a conſtable to take 
care of him; and after their worſhip was over, about 


1 eight or ten men came out from their worſhip, amon 
in 9 which was juſtice Coit's ſon William, and two 'S | 
as 4 the high ſheriff's ſons, and took him out of a houſe, : 


Fu and the juſtice's ſon laid hold O1 him, and faid, : 
come you dog, you ſhall go along with us: 80 
1 they carried him to a place of muddy water, and 
85 threw him into it ſeveral times: alſo they threw mud, 
and dirt in his face, and upon him for ſome time: | 
But he teſtified to theſe wicked men, when they had 4 
him in the water, that he felt a peacęable quiet itt, ;þ 
which they could not diſturb. After this he WIA 4 
| FO ak ** 1 r hoe, where JO: Coit 2 8 : 7 
| | : Re W * 2 
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2 * | 


who hzd a mittimus ready, and committed him to 
priſon, in that wet and dirty condition. 
The next firſt day of the, week, being the 17th 
of November, ſome of our friends went through the 
ton, and an old man gu about 73 years, cryed 
© repentance through the ſtreet, and as he went, he 
ſtopped at the authorities houſes, and warned them 
of the danger they were in, if they did not repent 


of their perſecuting God's pope: morcover he told 


them, that the cries of God's ſuffering children was 


gone up before God, and that the Lord Jeſus was | 


coming with ten thouſands of ſaints to execute judg- 
ment upon all their ungodly deeds, Now after they 
| had gone through the town, they went to the meet- 
jng-houſe about the time that they were gathered 
together for their forenoon meeting ; but the people 
at the meeting-houſe fell upon our friends in a very 
angry manner, and drove them into the ſchool-houſe 
by juſtice Coit's order, and a conftable kept the 
door, and confined them there: and in the evening 2 
very great concourſe of people, both men and women 
came together to the ſchoo]-houſe, and our friends 
were taken out, one by one, both men and women, 
and their heads and cloaths were tarred_with warm 
tar : alſo they rubbed tar in ſome of their * 
which was very grievous: alſo they put tar into 
hats, and put them on their heads: moreover they 
threw ſome of our friends into a ditch of water, and 
wes them over, jumping upon them with their 
feet. VVV . 


After this they took one of our friends that had 
been much abuſed that day, and one of his ribs bro- 
Ken by 2 Grand- Juryman, and forced him to the 


river and threw him in: Now he teſtified to theſe. 
wicked men whilſt they were abuſing him, that he 


{ Had good conſcience both cowards God and gan! 
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Some of theſe people thus uſed, were elderly peo le, 
that had great families of children and a 


th dren; and there is no doubt but this abuſe was done 
he to them by order of authority, Thus their pretended 
ed holy ſabbath and divine worſhip ended for that day; 
he B For fruits, ſaith Chrift, ye foall know them. Some 


time after this we were confined in the ſcheol-houſe 
again, and one of our friends wrote upon the ſchool- 
W maſter's ſlate as follows. | 
Our bleſſed Lord, for ſinners lakes, 
A crown of thorns did wear; 
Why then ſhould we aſhamed be, 
A crown of tar to bear. 

The next firſt day of the week after our WN 
was tarred, we went to the meeting- houſe again; but 
they carried us away from the meeting-houſe to the 
chool-bouſe, and confined us there till their meet- 
ing was over, and then ſet us at liberty. The next 
day, being the 25th of Noyember, theſe three men 
betore mentioned, were taken out of priſon and brought 
before Juſtice Coit. And he took, up the writ he 
had againſt them, and read part of it and laid it 
down on the table, and aſked them if they owned 
what they were charged with in that writ ; they an- 
{wered they did own it; and they told the Juſtice 
more that they ſaid at the meeting-houſe than he had 
pot in his writ againſt them. Then juſtice Coit ſaid, | 

hat would you have us do? Then our friends told 
him they would haye them get into the love of God, 
and get ſuch a meck and lowly ſpirit, as to be willing ; 
to hear the meaneſt of God's children, and to be like 
lour ſaviour, who was ſo meck and lowly in heart as 
to waſh his diſciple's fect. So after ſome conſiderable 
eſe I diſcourſe more, juſtice Coit ſet them at liberty, with- k 
he out inflicting any further puniſhment on them, th the .M 
3 gully of the like crime that he ee us for ju ers 2 
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pefore, ture weeks running, and twice at the beat 
of the drum. 


The next firſt day of the week, deing the firſt day 


of December, we went among them again, and were 


confined in the ſchool-houſe till their meetin Pa 
over, and then ſet at liberty. But as we 

the meeting-houſe, juſtice Coit's ſon Wüban, an "id 
the High- Sheriff's ddeſt ſon, and others with them, 


beſet us, and the juſtice's ſon ſaid we deſeryed to be 
erucified. Now after they had let us go, and we 
were ſome conſiderable diſtance from them, they pur. 


ſued after us to the upper end of the town, as men 
greedy after our blood, and indeed our lives have 
been threatened by that company; but when they 
came near to us they made a ſtop, and turned back. 
February 2, 1766, ſome of our people were in the 
meeting-houſe, and when the prieſt began to ſay over 
his pictended prayer, as Chriſt ſaith, for a protence 


they make long prayers, ſome of our women ſewed with 
their needles: Then they turned them out of the 
houſe, but one of them went in again, and told the 


prieſt, that his prayers were a ſmoke in God's noſe, 
a fire that burns all the day long, Then they turned 


her out again, and ſhe went to the back ſide of the 


houſe, and ſtruck againſt the houſe ſeveral times, ſtil 


to teſtify againſt his pretended prayer, that it might 


be declared upon the houſe- tops, that ſhe had no fel. 
lowſhip with fuch unfruitful works of darkneſs, and 


| ſhe ſaid ſhe had a good conſcience and boldneſs toward 


God in what ſhe did, knowing ſhe pleaſed God in it 
But though ſhe did it in a great ſelf-denial, for nc 
other end but to pleaſe God, yet ſome of the peopl 
ran out and fell upon her, and one of the Sele&-mel 
of the town ſtruck her ſeveral hard blows on hel 


head and ns by. which ſhe was much hurt. 
N vo 


ay 


and ah Ya = A oo Wwwniafa MA SS B A © — pt }ﬀ \Hbu., _ 


— 


wy 0 


1 rr BY OS - % A 2 


©" 3 


February 9, one of our women told the prieft as 
he was in the pulpit, that God would reprove his 
great pride, and ſet his fins in order before his face! 
For theſe words ſhe was committed to priſon for ſeve- 
[ral days, and then let at liberty. 1 e 

February 16, ſome of our friends were ſetting 
quietly in the meeting-houſe, between meetings, and 
Colonel Saltanſtall came in, and laid hold of an old 
man that had the numb palſy, aged 73 years, and 
with great violence hauled him out of the ſeat, ſetting 
"Wan example to others, who fell upon them and drove 
chem out of the houſe, and drove them to the court- 
houſe in a furious manner, and carried them up thro” 
a trap-door into a dark garret, and locked them in, 
and at night a company of baſe men got together, 
among which was Dudley Salcanftall, ſon to Colonel 
Saltanſtall, and two of juſtice Adams's ſons, and two 
of the High-Sheriffs ſons, and Daniel Hurlbut, ſon 
to Titus Hurlbut one of the Selectmen of the town. 
This baſe company went into the court-houſe and 
ſhut themſelves in, and took our friends out of the 
garret, and offered ſhameful abuſe to our women in 

the dark, Now one of theſe women, as they were 
taking her down out of the garret through the trap- 


door, told them, that the Lord would come with ten 


ieh thouſands of his ſaints to execute judgment upon all 


their ungodly deeds ; her huſband hearing this, cried 
out to the people of the town, that the Sodomites had 
got his wife. Another of theſe women as they were 


the while, Lord Jeſus Chriſt deliver me; and no 
doubt God heard her prayers and the prayers of the 
reſt, for the women were delivered in that they feared. 
Now after this ſhameful abuſe to the women, they 
took two men and ſtripped of their cloaths and tied 
them to a poſt in the courtehoule, and whipped them 


* 
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hauling her down through the trap door, cried al! | 


Whic 


the Sodomites the night before their final overthrow. 


their countenante doth witnt/s again them, and bg 
 BReclare their fin as Sodom, they bide it not. 


Et is } 
I 4 moſt unmerciful manner, eſpecially one of them, 

hey ſtruck unmerciful blows with a ſtaff and MS 
with bunches of rods on his back, till it was like aMa' 
jelly, alſo they rubbed tar into their wounds, andWb 
whipped upon the tar, forcing it into their fleſh; n 


 Alfo they rubbed tar in the mouths of the men and f 

women when they went to ſpeak; When theſe twolW a 
men were firſt. tied to the poſt they ſang praiſes to 
God, and in the time of their torment, they called t 


upon God to ſtrengthen them — | b 
Alfter this they laid hold on theſe two men, and t. 
forced them to run down near to the town wharf f. 
and threw them into the water ſeveral times; alf f 
they took their hats and threw water on them fo k 
dome conſitierable time: moreovef they threw the won 
men into the water. After this the ſheriff's eldeft 
fon and another man with him, took a poor weakly 
woman, forty odd ycars of age, and forced her- t 
run through the ſtreet till ſhe dropped down, and © 
then they left her. 8 _ | 


This woman told them if they did ft repent i. 
they would temember their night's work when they Þ 
and all men muſt appear before God to give an 30 f 
count of their deeds. Now after this ſhameful abuſe c 


kheſe people had to go near three miles wet, in a colt 


winter night, before they could ſhift their cloaths 
This night's work ſeems to exceed what was done by 


I bus their pretended divine worſhip and hoh 
fabbath ended for that day; TfaiaK iti. 9. The pete © 


Their worſhip is by Sodomites maintain'd, _ 
By cruelties their worſhip is ſuſtain d. 
No ſons of Sodom ever yet were known, 
Chriſt's truth to favour, or his worſhip _ 

Bows : eee 


| Coit, juſtice Adams, juſtice Law, the High-Sheriff, 
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Now the next firſt day of the week, after Colon 


Saltanſtall ſhut our friends up in the court-houſe, 
and ſet his ſon Dudley, and others to abuſe them, it 


[being the 23d of February, we were coming to the 


meeting-houſe again, but as ſoon as we appeared in 
fight, Colonel Saltanſtall run out and met us, and 
a great company with him, and fell upon us in A 
very angry manner, before we had ſpoke one word, 
to drive us to the court-houſe, as he did the week 
before, when our friends were ſetting quietly in 


© the houſe between meetings. But as ſoon as they 


fell upon us, we ſpoke and made a great noiſe, and re- 
fuſed to go with them, telling them we choſe to be. 
killed publickly before the people, rather than to be 
murdered privately in the court-hovſe. 

Now che tumult grew very great, fo that che 
meeting was broken up for ſome conſiderable time, 
and they dragged both men and women on the ground 
to the court-houſe ; ſotne by their hands, ſome by 
their legs, and ſome by the hair of their heads, ſtrik- 
ing them with their fiſts, kicking them, ſtriking and 
punching them with ſtaffs, and tearing the cloaths off 


| from their backs, and they dragged them into the 


court-houſe and hauled hoth men and women up 
two pair of ſtairs, and hauled them up through a 
trap door into that dark loft that they had ſhut our 
friends up in the week before, and they locked them 
in. In this tumult an aged woman was ſo overcome 
that ſhe fainted away, and they left her lying on the 
ground. Now there were Ras ent in this riot, juſtice 


and Col. Saltanſtall, beſides conſtables and ain. 

jurymen : There was alſo a Deacon among Bs 

which makes us write as follows. 
The deacon and the Juſtices 
Were buſy 1 in this ae 


\ | eee 40 


. 1 
Church members and grand-jurymen 

Forgot their ſabbath day. 

Now after the tumult was over, theſe church mem- 
bets remembered their ſabbath, and returned to their 
pretended divine worſhip again : But as ſoon as that 
was oyer, the authority conſulted together at the 
; mecting-houſe, and ſent the High-Sheriff, who came 
with a company of men, and took down ten women 

out of that dark loft that the authority had ſhut them 
up in: Two of theſe women had young children 
with them, and another was big with child, and 
committed them to priſon, leaving near twenty ſmall | 
children motherleſs at their homes. Now as the 
"High-Sheriff was going from the meeting-houſe, to 
commit theie women to priſon, ſome of the people 
of the town aſked him what they were going to do 
with our friends; the ſheriff anſwered, that the wo- 
men were to be committed to priſon, but he ſaid the 
men were to be delivered up to Satan to be buffetted; 
ſo the authority kept the men locked up in that dark 
garret till night, and then they were delivered up to 
the authority's children, and a rude company of 
young men, who came and unlocked the trap-door, 
and ebuſed our friends in the manner following: 

They took down one man firſt out of this dark loft, 
and brought him down into the lower room of the 
court-houſe, and tied his hands round a poſt, allo 
they tied another line to his hands, and hoiſted him 
up by a tackle, then they brought his knees round 
the poſt and tied them with a line, and ſtripped his 
cloaths up over his head, and tied them alfo ; then 
they whipped him in a very barbarous manner by the 
light of a candle. And when they had done tortur- 
ing him, they let him down, and ſhut him up in 
one of the court-houſe chambers. They then brought 
down another out of the garret, and tortured. him 


after 


9 1 
fter the ſame manner as they did the firſt, 184 then 


ſhut him up alſo, pretending they would whip them 
l over again, except they would recant and pro- 


iſe not ro come among them any more. There 
were twelve whippers that took turns to whip, and 
commonly three or four to whip one man, one after 
another, they pretended to give thoſe men thirty-nine 
ſtripes each; but they uled ſeveral ſorts of whips, eſ- 
pectally one unmerciful inſtrument made of con hide 
alſo they whipped them with large rods tied together, 
ome of which had ten in a bunch, ſo that they far 
exceeded thirty -· nine ſtripes, for they ſtruck each 
perſon thirty-nine times with theſe cruel inſtru- 
ments, except one man, which after they had ſtruck 
im thirty unmerciful blows, one of the ſpectators 
ran and-untied him, telling the whippers he was an 
old man, and that they ought to uſe ſome diſcretion 
owards him. Nine men were thus uſed this ni ght, 
all heads of families, ſome. of which were. elgerly 
men, that had great families of children. 0 
This whipping was executed in a very barbaroh 
manner, for the rods were trimmed, and long ſharp 


Inags left on them, to tear the fleth of the ſufferers, 


alſo theſe men that whipped our friends, ſtruck them 
in ſuch a violent manner with theſe heavy bunches 
of rods, that they beat and bruiſed their fleſh, till it 
vas like a jelly. 
ere ſo cut and their finews ſo. much hurt with the 
line they hung by, that ſeveral of their hands were 
umb for more than two months after. Alſo them 
two men that ha been ſo unmercifully hi ipped ; 
bis company in the court-houſe the week before, a 
dtherwiſe abuſed, as is already relared, were of that 17 
nine that ſuffered this night: And they ſtruck one 2 | 
heſe men, he that had been the molt à zuſed the wee 


e 


before, TION quel blows on his ald forts, an. 


ten 


Moreover, ſome of their wrilts 1 
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ten or twelve of theſe blows were after he was ſwoon- 
ed away. Our perſecutors cut theſe rods, upon they 
fabbath, and fitted them at the court-houſe, and Ce 


Jonel Salranſtall was at the court-houſe among them 
when they were preparing theſe rods, 
+ _* The names of the men that whipped us are as fol 
| lows: Two of Colonel Saltanſtall's ſons, Dudley an 
Richard, alſo William Coit, ſon to juſtice Coit, tu 
of juftice Adams's ſons, William and Pygan, two 9 
tze High-Sheriff Chriſtopher's ſons, Chriſtopher an 
: 70 alſo Butolph Hurlbut, ſon to Titus Hur 
ut, one of the ſelectmen of the town, alſo Joh 
Chapman and Gideon Stacey, John Spooner an 
John Waigh, fon to Thomas Waigh, Our friendiÞpt 
that ſuffered this night, aſked no favour of the. 
perſecutors, but called earneſtly upon God to ſtrengthah« 
en them to go through their trial, But when the 
perſecutors heard them praying and calling vupoſWte 
Eil for ſtrength, they would threaten them, anWbc 
whip with all their might, endeavouring to maik 
chem promiſe to renounce their teſtimony againWÞ: 
their worſhip, but were not able to make one of theo 
renounce their teſtimony, or make any promiſe at all 
But the ſufferers fold them to this effect, that whi 
they did againſt their worſhip was for no other ef 


W 
Y 
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But to pleaſe God and keep a, good conſcience, ana! 
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chat if they ſnould promiſe to renounce their teſt) 
mony, God would renounce their ſouls for eve! 
Alſo when ſome of theſe men had ſuffered this crudſſb 
' whipping, and were ſhut up in the court-houſe chamſai 
ber, they prayed earneſtly to God to ſtrengthen theiſſin 
bprethren that wers to ſuffer, alſo they prayed for theiſſc: 
perſecutors, for God gave them a more hah common it 
Fre to thoſe that were tormenting tem. 


, 
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3d after theſe nine men had ſuffered they were ſeſ is 


- 
: 
oF 1 
* 
» 1 


at liberty, their perſecutors threatencd them to dub C 


if 
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don Heir whipping every time they, came to the meetings 


hey 
Co 
em 


gf Coit and that company with him that abuſed them 


. 


ouſe among them, And no doubt they would have 
zone farther had not God prevented them by making 
diviſion among the people; the neighbouring towns 
rying out againſt ſuch barbarous and unlawful he- 
javiour; alſo it was a common ſaying among the 
people, that they were ſorry their rulers had refigned 
p their authority to a company of boys, and ſet 
hem to defend their worſhip, f. 
The 27th day of February theſe ten women before- 
entioned, were taken out of priſon and brought 
before juſtice Cort, and he called that wicked com- 
pany together, that he and the reſt of the authority 
at New-London had juſt before ſet to abuſe our men. 
Ind inſtead of puniſhing thera for abuſing our friends, 
e made witneſſes of them againſt theſe women, 
and fined them forty ſhillings each, and laid nine- 
een {hillings coſt on each of them: Alſo he required 
bonds of good behayiour, pretending they had bro- 
ken the peace and {abbath in a high-handed manner, 
but they refuſed to give ſuch bonds: So juftice Coit 
committed them to priſon to lie there till the court, 
which was to ſet at Norwich the fifteenth of April: 
Yet there was not one of theſe women that ſpoke one 
word at the meeting-houſe before Colonel Saltanſtall, 
and that wicked company fell upon them, and Tome. 
of theſe women did not ſpeak after they fell upon 


chem, poly cried out under the abuſe they met with, 


by being dragged ſuch a length of way on the ground, 


Wand hauled up two pair of ftairs, through a trap door 
into the court-houſe garret, in ſuch a cruel and inde- 
cent manner as has been already related. Now whether 
it was theſe women that were 
Ipeace and ſabbath in a hig 


Fonte of breaking the 
is charged againſt them: Or whether it was juſtice 
at 


Mi! 


the 1 5th of April. Now ſeven of theſe women were ma 


; Thr 


the meeting. Bout, that Was "il of breaking the 
peace and ſabbath in a high- handed manner, and of 
* 2 alſo, we ſhall leave to the Judgment of the þ 

reader. | 
A particular account of theſe two laſt mobs and W 
of theſe ten women's impriſonment was laid befort 
the county court at Norwich, April 15, 1766, the day me 
that their bonds were But the authority at New off 

London kept all ele v e women in priſon till June] Tt 
court, except two, who were ſet at liberty a few days I 
before court, notwithſtanding their bonds were up Jon 


men's wives, fo that the authority could have no his 
cloak of law for impriſoning them after their bond we 
ie UP, an 
The 10th 905 of June, being ihe firſt day of chef , ofi 

_ court's ſetting, theſe women {ent a, paper into court pr. 
to inform the judges of their wrong impriſonment: dh 


And ſome days after one of our friends aſked two of 
the Judges, whether it was according to law to keep 
men's wives in prifon upon executions. 

The ſams da Beni oh this queſtion was put to che 
judges, two of theſe women were ſet at liberty, Ong) 
was the woman before mentioned, that was big with 

.child when ſhe was committed to priſon ; her huſband 

carried her. home, and. ſhe was delivered of a child 
within three hours after ſhe went out of the priſon. 
A few days after three more were turned out af 

-priſon, and the '#r|t day of June the laſt of thele | th 
women were ſet at liberty. Now the next firſt da o| 

of the week, after the . had ſhut our frien 8 e 
up in the court-houſe rret, and delivered them up 3 

to the young people to be abuſed; we went into the 

meeting houfe, and Colonel Saltanftal told us 10, 

take off our hats; but we told him it was a princip 

"we held, and hae we <'ought, to have 1 to wi | 
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Jour hats: But he ſaid, we ſhould not wear then in 
che time of divine worſhip ; ; fo he ordered our hats 
to be taken off, and we went out of the houſe. 
Now how he can prove their worſhip to be divine we 
know not: For it is certain their worſhippers are very 
corrupt, and the fruits they bring forth very evil. 
The next firſt day of the week we went into the 
meeting-houſe again, and juſtice Coit told us to take 
off our hats ; but we inte hard upon wearing them. 
1 5 the prieſt {poke in the puipu as follows: 
I /olennly declare before, God and this affembly, that as 
g long as I officiate in the pries office” in this bouſe, no 
nan ſpall fit here with bis head covered, and then ſtruck 
his hand hard upon che pulpit in confirmation of his 


. offence to this proud prieſt, that he will neither 
* 2 nor pray when they are in ſight. And this 
has been often proved, and eſpecially one time not 
long ſince: When he ſaw ſome of our friends ſetting 
without the meeting-houſe door on the ſteps, he ſtop- 
ped in the midſt of h his ſervice, and ſhut up his bible, 
and told the authority they were come again: But 
the authority ſeemed to take but little notice of it, 
but the prieſt continued inſiſting that they ſhould -be 
W taken away from the door; and at laſt told the 
authority plainly, that if they did not order them 
away he would not preach to them; ſo then the 


the door. 

But although this prieſt is ſo offended at our 
Hs yet he is no ways offended at the authority 
and people for their cruel and unlawful behaviour to- 
wards us, all which he has publickly juſtified : But 
mn hat he cannot endure, pretending it is contrary 
4 Cor. Xl. 4. l man praying er Rei bau- 


f 


words. So juſtieeCoit ordered our hats to be taken off, 
and we went out of the houſe. Now our hats is ſuch an 


authority gave orders, and they moyed thei: ors Fx 
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the meeting. kouſs," that was aul of breaking the 
peace and ſabbath in a high-handed manner, and of 
2 fiot alſo, we ſhall leave to the Judgment of the 
reader. 
DI particular account 'of theſe two laſt mobs and 
of theſe ten women's impriſonment was laid befort 
the county court at Norwich, April 15, 1766, the day 
chat their bonds were up. But the authority at Newa 
London kept all theſe women in priſon till June 
court, except two, who were ſet at liberty a few days 
before court, notwithſtanding their bonds were up 
the 15th of April. Now ſeven of theſe women were 
men's wives, fo that the authority could have ne 
cloak of law for impriſoning chem after their bongs 
were up. 

The 10th Jay: of June, being ihe firſt day of nd 
court's ſetting, theſe women {ent à paper into court 
to inform the judges of their wrong impriſonment; 
And ſome days after one of our friends aſked two ol 
the Judges, whether it was according to law to keep 
men's wives in priſon upon executions, 

The fams day after this queſtion was put to th 
judges, two of theſe women were ſet at liberty, Ong 
was the woman before mentioned, that was big witli 
child when ſhe was committed to priſon ; her huſband 

carried her home, and ſhe was delivered of a child 
Within three hours after ſhe went out of the priſon, . 
A few days after three more were turned out q 
Priſon, and the 2 rſt day of Jutie the laſt of theſe 
women were ſet at liberty. Now the next firſt da 
of the week, after the authority had ſhut our friends 
up in the court houſe garret, and delivered them 91 1 
to the young people to be abuſed; we went into the 
meeting-houſe, and Colonel Saltanſta!l told us to 
take off our hats; but we told him it was a principle 
We ENG, and chat we ought to have Wy to wedr 
our 
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dur hats: But he aid, we ſhould not wear them in 
| the time of divine worſhip ; ; fo he ordered our hats 
to be taken off, and we went out of the houſe. 
\ Now how he can prove their worſhip to be divine we 
know not: For it is certain their worſhippers are very 
corrupt, and the fruits they bring forth very evil. 
15 The next firſt day of the week we went into the 
| : meeting-houſe again, and juſtice Coit told us to take 
off our hats; but we infifted hard upon wearing them. 
Then the prieſt poke in the pulpii as follows: 
I ſolemnly declare before Ged and this affembly, that as 
' long as 1 officiate in the prieffs office” in ihis houſe, no 
man ſhall fit bere with his head covered, and then ſtruck 
"his hand hard upon the pulpit in confirmation of his 
\ words. So juſtiec Coit ordered our hats to be taken off, 
and we went out of the houſe. Now our hats is ſuch an 
„ offence to this proud prieſt, that he will neither 
beth nor pray when they are in ſight. And this 
as been often proved, and eſpecially one time not 
long ſince: When he law ſome of our friends ſetting 
without the meeting-houſe door on the ſteps, he ſtop- 
. in the midſt of his ſervice, end ſhut up his bible, 
and told the authority they were come again: But 
the authority ſeemed to take but little notice of it, 
put the prieſt continued inſiſting that they ſhould be 


* 


authority plainly, that if they did not order them 
away he would not preach to them; ſo then the 
authority gave orders, and they moyed them from 
wi the door. 8 
| 9 But although this prieſt is ſo offended. at our 
hats, yet he is no ways offended at the authori 
| 12 people for their cruel and unlawful behaviour to- 
frards us, all which he has publickly juſtified : But 
Iche hat he cannot endure, pretending it is contrary 
to 1 Cor, xi. 4. 85 man praying « er Proghecying hav 
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taken away from the door; and at laſt told the 1 
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unto bim: But if a woman have long hair it is 4 gior; 


grow long. 


the young men in the galleries, and bid them come 


1 10 


FR bis'\bead covered, & ;ſhonoureth his bad. Now if 
this prieſt would but read the next words, he might 
ſee it to be as contsary to ſcripture for women to pray 
or prophecy uncovered, yet his mceting is full of, 
young women with their heads naked, but that gives 
him no offence at all, it is the faſhion ſo to drels. 2 
And if he would but read carefully what the . f 
faith about this covering, he might ſee that the 9 
apoſtle tells plainly himſelf, before he leaves the 
matter, what covering it, is that he is treating of; 
as is to be ſeen in the 13th, 14th, and 15th verſes + 
| this chapter. Judge in yourſelves, is it comely that a 
woman pray unto God uncovered: Doth net even natur 
% teach you, that if a man have long bair it is a 7 1 f 


unte ber, for her hair is given her for a covering. ; 
Thus it appears that the apoſtle is ſpeaking of 8 MW 
hair, and not of any garment of the body: Alle... 
Cod commanded his miniſters under the law, to cover” 
their heads with a garment, when they came tas _ 
miniſter in his preſence, and not to wear long halt * 45 

as appears Ezek. xliv. 18, 20, They ſhall babe linen 
bouneis upon their Heads, &c. Ner fagfer 1 bar” e l . 


April 13. Some of our i were un in tx 
meeting-houſe, but when che prieſt came in he ordert Th 
ed their hats to be taken off; when one of our friends, 
an old man, told him that he had ſomething on his__ 
mind to ſpeak to the people, and would be glad id 
have him hear it: but the prieſt ſaid he would heal 
nothing from him, and commanded the people to 
turn our friends out of the houſe. But the prie 
ſeeing the people very moderate, and unwilling 9 
meddle with us, he ſoon grew angry, and called i 


_ down. and carry them Rn out of the houſe : then 
| | a} 


2 


. 


nany yeats paſt; and which all the laws made in the 
rvernment, and executed in the moſt judicious manner, 
ould not put a flop to. 


F Pen ke Ned woman of our company, being near oh pal 
Pit, 1 oke to this effect, Woe, woe to them, © that 
F worſhip idols, and perſecute God's people.“ Theſs 
bs ords ſhe repeated ſundry tinies: fo they moved us 
8 out of the houſe very moderately, and we went away. 
«We have lately {cen à paragraph in a Boſton news | 
I * þapers, as follows: We hear , the Sons of Liberty at 
I , ew-London; have taken ſuch methods with the "tn 
3 alled Rogerenes, that they are prevented from diſturbing 
= 77 wont ppi aſſemblies in that neighbourhood on Lord's 
Day: @ prattice they have. followed more er beſs, for 


bur teſtimony being prevented, is-not to be credited, 
for we hear no ſugh news at New-London, neither 
have we. any reaſon to believe that our rulers at New- 
London, have gained either ſtrength or credit in 


them to abuſe us. 

But they poſitively affitm in this news paper} har 
all the laws made in the government, and executed 
pon us for many years paſt, could not put a op to 
bur teſtimony or diſturbance as they call it. 

This affirmacion is true, and it is good proof chat 
re are not like the ſtoney ground, e of Mat. 
Pü. 20% 2: but have digged deep, and laid aur 
dundation on à rock; according as we read Luke. 
i. 48. and} Mat, vil. 24, 25. Moreover we may conſider 
hat all the laws made in Rome for many years paſt, 


top to their teſtimony-: nor all the cruel and barbs-- 
bus laws made in Boſton government, and executed, 
pon the people called Quakers, in the moſt rigorous 
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ment, could not put a ſtop to the teſtimony. of that 
people. 
0 At 14. 1766. Some of our ir people went wi ſet 
down fome diſtance from the prieſt's houſe, and When 
he came out to go to meeting, they walked with him 
and endeavoured to have ſome friendly diſcourſe with 
him concerning the things of God: But the prieſt 
would not talk with them about the things of God, 
However, they rralked with him and talked to him, 
but before they came to the meeting-houſe, juſtice 
Coit began to kick them in a furious manner, clpey* 
cially the women. Alſo one of the townſmen fel 
upon them, punching both men and worth with 
ip ſtai? 1 in a cruel manner, fo they were driven by Jong 
of the people to the upper end of the town. 
The next firſt day of the week, being the nelle 
September, as ſome of us were ſetting by the fide © 
a houſe, between meetings, about four or five rod 
from the prieſt's houſe, ſaying nothing to an perſon 
the High-Sheriff came with ſome aſſiſtants and tool 
us and ſent for juſtice Coit, who came and comraitte 
eight men of us to priſon. And on the 26th! day of 
che ſame monch, juſtige Coit came to the priſon an 
we were taken out, atld brought before him, 2 by 
char ed us with diſturbing the miniſter's peace!) 
told him we had no thought of doing che aul 
any hurt: Juſtice Ceit anſwered, or he did ni 
ſuppoſe that we intended to ſtrike him or wreſtle wi 
him, nor he did not ſuppoſe that we intended to hurt 
hair ofhis head; but he ſuppoſedthat we incondedwhſ®! 
the miniſter came out to go along by his his de A 
talk with him. So-when | tice Coit had confeſſed ti 
he did not ſuppoſe we tende to hurt a hair of t. 
prieſbs head, he fined us five ſhillings each, and'requl 
ed bonds of good behaviour towards all his majeſty 
ſubjects; but eſpecially towards the prieſt. But 
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hat ment to be very abſurd, and that juſtice Coiſt's ſup- 
poling that we intended to talk with the prieft was 
ſer nut breach of peace in us, ſo he committed feven of 
hen us to priſon again, all heads of families, one of which 
nun men was in his ſeventy- fifth year. Four of theſe men 
vieh were kept in priſon till the «3th of December follow- 
ing, and two were ſet at liberty about the 28th of 
November, and one within a few days after we were 
ommitted to priſon, INN 


friends that were at libefty thought ir neceſſary that 
ſome of our people ſhould go on the firft days of the 
week and {ct in the prieſt's fight, and not fear them 


would not come out of his houſe to go to meeting, 
which manifeſted him to be a ſhepherd that did not 
care for his ſheep, according to Chriſt's teftimony, 


for ſometimes the bell would ring and the people 


= 


the reſt of his ſheep were obliged to come and 
g=ove the women out of the prieſt's ſight, and guar 


% be halt done: And then juſtice Cait, or ſome 


ſbould {peak to him af the things of God. 

whole time of this impriſonment, which was near 

houſe by the ſight of our friends, and ſometimes only 

at the light of 2 few women, and he never ventured 
oſt come out till ſome of his ſheep came and drove 

eftfhe women away, But juſtice Coit committed no 


behaviour 


erm 


Now after theſe men were committed to priſon, our 


chat perſecute the body. But when the prieſt ſaw _ 
them ſitting in fight, if it were but a few women, he 


John x. 13, The bireling fleeth becauſe be is an hireling, 
and careth not fur the ſheep. Allo this behaviour of 
the prieſt occaſioned much trouble to his poor flock, 


jet waiting for their prieſt till it was time for meeting 


cheir ſhepherd to the meeting-houſe, left theſe women 
It was almoſt every firlt day.gf the week for the 


three months, that this ſhepherd was kept in his 


more of our friends to priſon under bonds of good 
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pehaviour, becauſe he ſuppoſed they intended to talk Si! 
with the prieſt after theſe men abovementioned. But» 
the 23d of November, one of our men told the prieſti 
after he was come out of the meeting-houſe, that het! 
came to put him in mind how they kept God's children be 
in priſon, and that their worſhip was upheld byſw« 
cruelty. The priett anſwered to this effect, that theyſſſ:!: 
could uphold it no other way. Then the man reg 
plied it muſt certainly be of the devil if there is nd 
other way to uphold it but by cruelty. But the ſhe- ch 
riff ſtruck him” twice on his head, and punched him. 
with his ſtaff to prevent his ſpeaking to the prieſt ne 
And he and three women were committed to pritonſv'* 
but zt night they were ſet liberty. Some of ou 
neighbours argue that they have built them a meet 
ing-houſe, and have a natural right to worſhip in it; 
and that no perſon has any right to come into thel 
houſe and oppoſe their worſhip. * 
But how they can maintain this argument we Ene | 
pot, except they deny God to have any 3 
cver them, for God ſaid, Jer. i. 7. Thos ſhall go 
all that I ſhall ſend thee, and whatſoever F command 25 
thou foaBl A Alſo the apoſtle Paul exhortetll 
us to be followers of him as he was of Chrift, 1 Corſſal 
xi. 1. And Paul ſpent much time in going from fh 
place to place, &ſputing in the ſynagoues on the TabFt" 
path days, as appears in the Acts of the Apofflesth 
And no doubt they built their ſynagogues, an th 
thought as our neighbours do, that they had a nafſſi 
tural right to worſhip in the em, and that the apoſtiJto 
had no right to oppoſe them in their worſhip, folic 
they were as much offended at the apoſtle as ou 
neighbours are at us, for they called him a peftilenſſia 
fellow, and laid he was a mover of [edition throughoulf ge 
the u world, Acts xxiv. 5. Alſo pony of — ly R 
Nag 
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al Silas, they ſaid, Acts xvii. 6. Theſs that have turned 
ute world up fide down, are come hither alſo. 
ic} Now the reaſon that we oppoic our neighbours in 
- heſtheir worſhip is, becauſe Chriſt hach enlightened us 
renfſÞoth by his ſpirit and the ſcriptures, to fee that their 
byſworſhip is carried on in pride and in the yaln glory of 
hey bis world contrary to the ſcriptures, by the inſtigation 
reef that old ſerpent called the devil and ſatan which , 
; noſf}{ecerverb the © whole world, Rev. x1. 9. And God's 
ne- NThildren are his witneſſes, Iſaiah xliii. 12. Ze are my 
bim vitneſſes faith the Lord. And God requires his wit- 
jeſt Ineſſes to be faithful and zealous in oppoſing falſe 
ſon worſhip; as appears both from the old teſtament and 
he new: for it was the work of God's children 
under the law to deſtroy fallle worſhip : it was the 
it Mftatutes and judgments that God commanded them 
ellto obſerv e and do all the days that they lived on the 
earth: fee Deut. xii. 1, &c. It was Iſarel's artant 
out of Egypt, to deſtroy the faiſe worſhip of them 
rieYkingdoms, as appears by the following feriptures; 
Exod. xxxiv. 10 to 18 verſe, Exod. xxili. 20 to 26. 
tb Deut. vii. 1 to 6 verſe. Numb. xxxili. 50, 31, 52. 
Moreover they were commanded of God to deſtroy 
all ſuch among themſelves as went after falſe wor- 
hip; and not to pity or conceal any, though it were 
their ſons and daughters, or wife of their boſom, if 
they enticed them to go and ſerve other God's; but 
they were commanded to witneſs againſt them; and 
their hands were to be firſt upon them, to put them 
to death, and afterwards the hands of all the people: 
ce Deut. xiii. 6 to 12 ver, and chap. xvii. 2 to 8 v. 
Now under the law, God's people were to deftroy 
falſe worſhip by the carnal ſword ; but under the 
goſpel by the word of their teſtimony, as appears 
Rev. xii. 11. And they overcame by "the blood of the 
lamb and ly the ward of {heir teftimony, and they loved 
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their own way, even to their own. worldly. intereſt, 


8 time: Ezek. xxxiv. 2, 3, Woe be. the ſhepherds. of 
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not ne ae ants the death : Alſo Cheit bah, Nu 
K*, 2/7, 28, What I tell you in darkneſs, that ſpeak in 
tbe light, and what ye bear in the ear, that preach ye 

upon the houſe tops, and fear wot them that kill. the 140 
Sc. Thus it appears N ſcriptures that Chriſt 
2 his witneſſes to be yery zcalous in teſtify ing 
againſt falſe worſhip: And iris this Godly teſtimony 
hat our neighbours are offended at, it is 8 diviſion 
"Chriſt came to make, for he came not to ſend peace 
on earth, but a ſword; he came to kindle a fire, 
and make 4 diviſion : See Mat. x. 34, &c, Alſo Luke 
Xii. 49 and 51, - Now the. eſtabliſhed minilters of 
this land, learn their trades and hire themſeh ei out 
as other tradeſmen do: They are hired by the ye 
to preach, as idolatory were of old: Judg. ii. 10. 
And our ſaviour ſaith, the hireling careth not for the 
RE John x. 13. Alſo Chriſt cas ſuch falſe. Pee, 
and ravening wolves : Mat: vii, 18. Mo 
over Chriſt ſaith they. devour widows houſes, - 


ſuch hirchn 


the prophet cries out againſt 


ignorant, they art all dumb dogs, Verſe 11. Yea they wn 
greedy dogs, which can never haue enough, and thiy un 


60 their 


ueling watchman of * thay 4 60 look 10 


every one for his gain from his qu er or pati "a 


/ much as thoſe watchmen did in che prophet Uaiah's 


Mae that do feed themſetves, ſhould wot the ben ber 
+ Feed the flock, ye eat the fat and ge cloath. you. gh tht 
wal, ye kill them that are. fea, #8 7 ah rut 
. Alſo we read. 2 Tim. iv, 3 ee, 2 © My 
1 me ene ee come n hey» would b . 10 
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Would make er ce of 1 


ve ſee theſe ſcriptures fulfilled in this our day ;-f 


there, is fuch heaps of vain youths brought © 


colleges, 


the firſt day of the week. as a fabbath, but the np wt 


. * 5 5.98 
K. | 7 1 8 
Ws DO LT Vt | 200 
4 *- it Mt : 
1 a A ; d 
Aer 1 1 
. 1 * ; i? 
* = 7 5 id > 4 - 
$7" 1% 7 : : 
people: ME | | 
4 


up if 


that they worm out like locuſts out of the 
ſmoak of the bottomleſs pit: Rev. ix. 2, 3. —_ 
to ſupply every town and village in the country, and 
to ſpare; for they are 88 thick as n, e were 
in the days of Eljahi 
Alſo thele 5 g prieſta teach people to Wee 


ture teacheth no ſuch thing, for Ms 5 not one 


word in all the ſcripture that ſays an 


about 


its being a ſabbath; And the ſcripture ro mw 
no law is, there is no tranſgrofion, Rom. iv. 15. rol 
fe is not imputed when there is no law, Rom. v. 1 


To the law and the teſtimony, if they ſpeak not ee 


to this word, it is Wen ture i is no 18 in them. mu 


Vil. 
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| Moceover theſe hi ireling” 
inſtead of baptifing ther, and ſprinkle liztle Wo” 
alſo, contrary 
both by Chrift and his holy apoſtles,” as. ap! 


ee pille 


"Þ 


to the practice and example "given ts 


pears 


by thels following ſcriptures; ARs ii. 38. T. ben Peter 


ood and evil: See Dear: b 39. 


2 unto them, 7 
in ſhe name of Feſu 


pen and be baptiſed every, une 


brit, fer the remiſſion of , als 


ve hall receive the gift of the boly 'ghoffi" 
have nothing 


But infants 5 


to repent of, for hay? are not capable 7 
committing fin, for they have no knowledge between 


Alſo we are to be 


uried with Chriſt by baptiſm: Rom. vi. 4. "Row 


with bim by bap 


fo wwe 
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tien into death, that like as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the dead by the "glory! 
alſo ſoould walk in newneſs of life. 


father, 3 evew. 
And Chrift's 


is. 3 dag dn oh eee and ere hy 9 
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ke of. Chriſt's death, and in bite up out of i thi 
water in the likeneſs of Chriſt's reſurrection ; as appeary; 
throughout the new teſtament : Acts viii. 27, 28; 29: 
And Philip ſaid, if thou believeft with all thine heart, thou 
mayeſt ; and they went down both into the water, both Phi. 
lip and the Fx din and be baptiſed him, and when they! 
tere come ip out of the water, Sc. Mat. iii: g, 6. Then 
went out to bim Feruſelem and all Judea, and all the 
region round about Jordan, and were ene, of bim in 
e confeſſing their finn 

Thus it appears by theſe. teriprures; that we nal 
repent and believe with all our heart, and confeſs; 
our © fins before we ean be fit ſubjects of e 
Alſo the Greek word, baptize, is waſh or dip in 
water: Aud Jeſus when be was baptiſed, went up ftraight 
Way out of the water, Mar, iii. 16. And Fobn alſo u 
Fanta in Enon, becauſe there was much water theres] 
John il. 23. Which ſcripture fully. confutes andl 
condemns chis Popith Practice. of eee 0 90 
of ba ptiſing. 


AS Chriſt ded his diſcig 


| es not to be We f 
che hypocrites that prayed in ſynagogues and public J 
Places, Matt. vi. 5. But the hireling prieſts er this 
land go contrary . to this plain command of Chill 
and contrary to his practice: For the {eripturg, dorm 
not ſhew that ever Chriſt or his apoſtles made a pray: 
er in a public aſſembly when they were met together 
for preaching : Alſo the dreſs of their churches, 
which Are dreſſed in gold and coſtly array, contra 
to 1 Tim. ii. 9. and 1 Pet. iii. 3, retermbles i 
direſs of myſtery Babylon the gteat, the mother G 
harlots, that was drunk with the blood of the ſaints 
and martyrs of Jeſus, and arrayed in purple, and deck- 
ed with gold, &c. harlot- like, Rev. xvii. 4. & . Now 
Chriſt ack enlightened us both by his ſpirit and the 
e to {ce 8 all cheſe Kriele above · named is 


nm" # 


bi bene to the Gb ures, PRO chat all the . eee 

warſhip of this land is upheld and carried on in _ 
und oppreſſion, by the loſtigation of that old ſe pet 
„ald the devil and ſatan, which deceiveth the who 
Nad, Rev. xii. 9. And Chriſt has called us to bear an 
„open teſtimony againſt it, whether they will hear or 
to W whether they will forbear for it is that which GG 
1 hath appointed to utter deſtruction, and will be over- | 
p thrown by the teſtimony of God's children, as 1s 
written in theſe followin Fire, Rev. Xii. 11 
And they obercamt by the, Big d of the lamb and by the 


* word 7: their teftimony, 1 0 aud they loved not their lives 
va 170 the death. Jer. Ii. 20. The art 7 Jattle- at and 
15 weapons of war, for with thee will 1 break in pieces 


the nations, and. with thee will I Aftrey kingdoms, & c. 
Zech. Xii. 3: In that day will I make Jeruſalem @ 


© Wl br den/ome / The fer all people, all that bardan thew- 
b 5 feives with-it, ſhall be Ne to PO. though all the 


earth be gathered together again it. Timah liv: 1 bY 
No (ee that 13 formed againſt hl foal! Proſper, a 
5 H riſe 1 5 thee in judgment be | 
99 10 the heritage of the ſervants of 
lau is of ms la he 
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7 HEN 804 delivated, 1 his 3 profile. | 1 
from the Egyptian bondage; he did not end. 
men aer only; EE inſtruct tus, church, but he 
ſent a woman teacher alſo, to teach and inſtruct hi: 4 
people. Sec Mic. yi. 4.7 ſent. 4 thee Moſes 42 
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ks FO 950 355 le PP PO, 100 del 
1 28. Tour So und your. danvhicrs foal! propheſy. 
Acts xxi. 9. Ph lip had four daughters t. hat pro- 
| Pheſied, theſe were teachers in the church: "for the 
13 le ſays, 1 Cor. XIv.. 3, He Wo prophefieth ſpeaketh 
Ante men to edification and exbortation and comfort. S0 
that theſe women were ſent of God, to teach and 
_ exhort the church; Aifo in the firſt yerſe of thi 
Wi chapter, 1 church is exhorted tafellow after charity 
and dere Terri aa] giti, but rather that they maj 
= pro phefo.. Verſe 4th, He that” prophefieth edi erh thi 
a r that is by texching and exhortation.. Verle 5th 
Greaier is be haf prophefieth, Here we may { ſee that 
the apoſtle prefers the gift of propheſy or teach! 
as one of the myſt excellent gifts in the church! "Thy 
excellent gift God beftows upon women. Joel i, ad 
Tour dangbters fall propheſy or teach. Morcoves” in 
ttb 4th chapter of Judges we haye an account 
- . Peborah, 2 propheteſz, 4 judge that God raiſed y ul 
 - and ſent to trac} and inſtruct If Wis cl 
and to go before them. . Alſo wallad 
13, Xe. of king Jofiah's » ſending My 1 to a wal 
man teacher, for her to enquire of the Lord for bu | 
"and for the inhabitants of. Judah and © Jerwlalem! 
Hud ſbe ſaid auto the Princes, thus" ſaith the Lid. E 
1 Ifroel, tell the man that ſent yo unto me, © 
Alſo in Luke; 4, 36, we have an account of one At 
2 Woman teacher, that dep arted n t from the temp! 
IR, and ſpoke of Chriſt to all them that looked #5; „ 
9 5 ap in Jeruſalem. Moreovet we have An 20 
Count in Rom. xvi. 3, &c. of Priſcilla, Paul's helge 
Tu Chrift Jeſus, wlio for his fake, laid down her ow 
1 Fel. This woman was one that travelled wit 
Faul, 'avappears Acts xvifi. 18, Alſo when Apoll 
" Was ſpeaking boldly in a ſynagogue, knowing onl | 
22 W of Th gin: ei Woman Mack ee W 
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ook Fran unto be 15 dad an. 15 the wo „ 
the Lord more perfectly. Acts xvii. 26, ö 
Thuz it appears by the holy {criptures,, that God 
ſends. e 14 tene . and inſtruct his church, and 
to expound the 18 7 of the Lord, and that he endues 
0 with the gift . And he that pro. 10. 
phefieth ſairh * hor peaks to men to eqificytion : 
and exhortation and com et. 0 A 
But it may be objected that the' apoſtle faid to the 4 
church of. Corinth; Let your Women teep Alunte in the. 7 
churches, for it is not permitted unto them to peak. 
To which we aafwer, That thiyghurch of Corinth, 
had gotten into great 'confuſioatand” diſorder, aa 
appears 1 Cor. KV. 26. Every one haying a plalm, 1 
a doctrine, a tongue, a reyclation, an interpretation: 
ſo that the apoſtle is putting down diſorder in the $f 
church, and diſorderly women; and not ſuch w 
16 God had endued with the gift of prophely, to | 
reach and inſtruct his church; for ſuch - faith hs. 
17 K i9 men 90 edification and eee ö 1 
and comfort. V We 
Neither cane real 7 ſuppoſe that the pelle 
meant to ſilence ſuch women as Miriam, that God [ 
raiſed up for a teacher, and ſent. before Iſrael with 
Moſes and Aaron, to teach and inſtruct his church: 
Neither could h& intend ſuch women as Deborah the 
ropheteſi, a judge that God raiſed up and ſet over 
1 ſracl, to teach and inſtruct hia chureh, and to go 
befote. them; For fuck godly judges are to ſpeak 1 
and teach in the church and not te be ſilent, ſee 4 
Judg. v. 19. eat yo that ride en white Mei, AP 1 
ſet in eee, 1 
1 5 ect. That the apoſtle exhorted theſs women 1 
in the church of Corinth, if they would learn any. 
thing, to aſk their huſbands at home. Ani{vet, ah, 1 
TOY. we 0 A at 197 15 1 nn of F 
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